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   Michelle Lima was a news reporter and anchor at KSAT-TV in San Antonio, Texas.  She was very well respected and loved by all who were blessed to come across her path; or, for that matter, anyone who was the beneficiary of her news broadcasts.  Michelle was also the dear friend, newsroom mentor, and role model for my daughter, Amy Jocius Rosenberg.  Michelle Lima died on Saturday, March 27, 1999 of injuries she suffered the night before when she was struck by a car.  

   I first heard of the accident late that Friday night when Amy called to tell me that Michelle had been in an accident while packing up equipment from a site where she had gone to do a “live shot”.  This exact situation is what every reporter’s loved ones fear, because doing the news from a roadside is so hazardous.  Often passersby are rubbernecking in an attempt to see what the TV crew is up to, creating a very dangerous situation.  Although such was not the case for Michelle (she stepped out from behind the satellite truck and the driver of the oncoming car had no chance to even see her), I was always anxious about Amy’s safety for that reason when she was a news intern going out to accident sites.

   Michelle lived for just 16 hours after the accident.  The wonderful ICU staff at Wilford Hall Medical Center allowed Amy and all Michelle’s other co-workers and friends to visit at her bedside.  I urged Amy to use this opportunity to tell her friend exactly what was in her heart.  Another co-worker of theirs, Darcy Garrett, was getting married the following weekend, so on the previous weekend, the two of them (Michelle and Amy) had gone shopping together to buy the shower favors, decorations, etc.  Then, all the KSAT girls had attended a bridal shower and “bachelorette party” for Darcy.  Amy had called me that Sunday to tell me about their wonderful weekend, and how Michelle was encouraging Amy to more vigorously pursue her dream of becoming a reporter.  Michelle had promised to help Amy redo her audition tape (which is the equivalent of a resume to the rest of the professional world).  

   Early in the morning on March 27, when it was Amy’s turn to go in to see Michelle, she promised her friend that she was ready to do whatever it would take to break into reporting.  At 2:25 PM that day, our Michelle died.  The entire city of San Antonio was in mourning.  This woman deeply touched everyone she met, even if the only way they met her was through the medium of television.  Her work ethic was phenomenal and I could not have chosen a better newsperson for Amy to emulate.  Actually, it was the very fact that she was so driven to “pitch in” which placed Michelle in the position to be hit.  As the photographer in the satellite truck fed tape to the station that night, Michelle was hurriedly picking up lighting equipment, so that they could be on their way to the next location.  My prayer is that Amy might follow in Michelle’s footsteps in all but that respect.  I make the same prayer for all of our many friends in the news business.  Safety first!!!!!

   The wake and funeral for Michelle were easily among the most emotional such events I have ever attended.  Amy played flute at the wake/rosary that was held at Porter Loring Funeral Chapel.  I am so proud that my girl could share her God-given gifts with a sea of strangers even as she was suffering so deeply with the loss of her wonderful friend.  Afterwards, in a side room of the chapel, a video was played of highlights of Michelle’s broadcast life at KSAT.  The music that accompanied the video was the Sarah McLachlan song, I Will Remember You.  That song became sort of the theme of our lives for the next several months.  In spite of the 125 mile distance between us (Amy was living in S.A. and I was in Victoria), at critical times in our lives we would each hear that song on the radio at work or in the car; yet we were hearing it on different stations miles apart.           

   Such was the case when Amy was preparing for her interview at KAVU-TV in Victoria.  She tells me that when she heard it for the second time during the two-hour drive from San Antonio that day, she finally said out loud in the car “Okay, Michelle!  I’m doing it, just like I told you I would!!!!”  I also heard the song that morning played on the radio in the operating room where I was working … in Victoria!

   Less than three months after the accident, Amy had made good on the deathbed promise she made to Michelle by becoming a reporter at KAVU-TV in our hometown of Victoria, Texas.  Several months after that, she became their morning news anchor.  After marrying Joel Rosenberg in December 1999 (he is a director whom Amy met at KSAT when she first starting working as an associate producer there), Amy joined him in Minneapolis where he is a director at KMSP-TV.  Amy has since become the weekday reporter/weekend anchor for KXLT-TV; the FOX affiliate in Rochester, Minnesota.  

   Michelle Lima was born on May 8, 1968 to Bob and Stella Lima.  She grew up in Gulfport, MS, where she was an exemplary student at St. John’s High School.  She was selected Miss Teen of Mississippi and was Salutatorian of her class, graduating Magna Cum Laude.  Michelle received a Presidential Scholarship to Loyola University in New Orleans were she was active for four years as a Tulane cheerleader.  She graduated Summa Cum Laude from Loyola with a Degree in Broadcast Journalism and a minor in Business Administration.  Michelle spent four years at CNN in Atlanta as an associate producer and was an anchor on CNN’s “Newsroom” (an educational program).  She then worked two years in Augusta, GA as a reporter/anchor for TV station WJBF.  For the last two years of her life she was a reporter/anchor at KSAT-12.  

   She is survived by her parents and by her sister, Julie Lima Champion.  A KSAT friend has told me that Julie and her husband, Marlin Champion, had a baby girl in recent months that they named after Michelle.  She also left her long-term sweetheart, Ray Landry, whom she was to marry.  May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace.
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Mourners outside San Fernando Cathedral

after the Funeral Mass on Wednesday, March 31, 1999
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News anchor Gerry Grant, co-worker and friend, at memorial service 

Saturday, March 27
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Michelle’s father, Bob Lima, and her sister, Julie Champion
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