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My Meeting with GW in August, 1995 ----- Tom Young 
 

Background:
 

    I have told many of you about my one-hour meeting with G. W . Bush in 1995,
but now that he is running for President, there are many views in the media that
I feel are not only exaggerated, they are flat out wrong, including: 
 

                                    --- That GW is an intellectual "light weight"
                                    --- That GW is just as big a "Tax and Spend" guy as Gore
                                    --- That GW's "former drug/alcohol problem" is still an issue
                                    --- That GW's morals won't make any difference
 

    My meeting with Mr. Bush occurred in the Governor's office at the invitation of Dr.
Skip Porter, President and CEO of the Houston Advanced Research Center (HARC),
where I now have my business office.  Dr. Porter invited me to attend the meeting
to participate in his request for additional funding for HARC for $ 1 million for energy
transmission studies in Texas.  At the time I was Vice President, Enron Capital and 
Trade.  Dr. Porter wanted me to brief Mr. Bush about the electrical transmission
problems in Texas and the potential to export power to Mexico.  My impressions
are as follows:
 

    1) That GW is an intellectual "light weight" NOT
 

        In waiting for our meeting with the Governor his aide came out to brief us on format.
        The aide made it very clear to me, since I was going to give the technical presentation,
        that GW is a very quick study, and when giving the presentation, to watch Mr. Bush's
        body language, such that when he motions quickly with his hand, it means --- "move 
        on to the next slide, I understand that."
 

        Well, during the presentation to Mr. Bush I presented various slide and charts about
        the transmission problems in Texas --- the power production in Megga Watts, the
        overall transmission system, the opportunities to export power to Mexico,  that Texas
        is the only State in the Union that is not connected to the US grid, etc.  Surprisingly,
        Mr. Bush seem to know all this.  He often stopped my presentation to ask detailed
        questions that surprised me about his grasp of the issues.
 

        In short, I found Mr. Bush surprisingly knowledgeable about the power industry, more
        so than many others that I have talked to outside the industry.  He also brought up
        other issues along that were quite enlightening.  I remember leaving the meeting 
        telling my collogues that Mr. Bush is quite a brilliant man who would be a leader no 
        matter where he goes ---- quite the opposite of what the media says today.
 

    2) That GW is just as big a "Tax and Spend" guy as Gore
 

        During the presentation Mr. Bush abruptly stopped and said "why should the State
        of Texas give $ 1 million for this work.  Tom, if this is such a good idea why doesn't
        your company, Enron, give the money." (Mr. Bush was very familiar with Enron.)  Mr.
        Bush then went into a long spiel about how we should be careful asking government
        to do things for us --- "the government is not here to just hand out money.  I am 
        constantly try to undo many programs that Ann Richards (previous Gov.) initiated."
        Personally I agreed with him, but we justified our request on the basis that is was
        good for Texas.  
 

        Mr. Bush eventually granted the $ 1 million funds on the basis that we were going 
        to utilize some of the technology evolving from the Super Collider.  As he said, "Texas
        lost ~ $500 million when that program was cancelled in Washington. If we can 
        recover some of those funds through these studies then we'll proceed."  In other 
        words, Mr. Bush, coming out of the private sector, is just not going to throw money 
        away on programs --- one must show a plausible return on the investment.  If 
        everyone else in Washington thought that way!
 

 

    3) That "former drug/alcohol problem" is still an issue
 

        When I met Gov. Bush in 1995 I was not aware of his so called "drug/alcohol 
        problem".  But an interesting incident happened that day that I will never forget.
        While waiting in his office for the meeting, we walked around looking at all the 
        "Bush" collections: His family's White House memoirs/souvenirs, his 
        autographed baseball collection (1000's of baseballs autographed by Mantle, 
        Mays, etc.) and many, many other things.  
 

        But something in the Governor's office  was different from all the above. 
        It was a "weird" painting above GW's desk.  It was a painting of an old man 
        getting out of a bath tub with a towel wrapped around his mid section.  I could 
        not understand why such a unique painting occupied such a prominent position 
        in the Governor's office.  So I asked the aide, before the GW came in, what is
        this?  With a smile on his face, he said ask the Governor, he likes to talk about it.  
 

        So after our technical meeting was over, I said Mr. Bush, what is that painting 
        over your desk?  With a smile of contentment on his face, he said, Tom, what 
        do you know about Sam Houston? (Of course everyone who starts talking  
        about Texas history/heroes, begins with Sam Houston)  And before I could answer 
        him, he immediately started answering his own question.  He said everyone 
        knows that Sam Houston was once Governor of Tennessee and then moved 
        to Texas and became Governor, etc. etc. but not many know about a unique 
        event in his live.  At some point in his public life, Sam Houston checked out 
        of life and became a drunkard and a womanizer.  An artist is depicting that 
        situation in the painting.  
  
                    .........."AND THE REASON I KEEP THAT PAINTING IS TO REMIND 
                                ME THAT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ME AND HIM IS 
                                ONE DRINK OF BOOZE."
 

        So the painting was there to remind the Governor, on a daily basis,  to stay 
        away from alcohol.
        
 

    4) That GW's morals won't make any difference
 

        I know you may say, what can you learn about a man in a one hour meeting. Sometimes
        nothing, sometimes a lot!  Governor Bush came across as a very moral person. 
        He frequently stated that such and so "is the right and moral thing to so".  But words
        are cheap --- does one back up what he says?  I believe that the Governor has done
        what he says he will do.  He abhorrently hates taking money from one American and
        giving it to another without good reason.  He said that over and over.  I believe that 
        Algore is nowhere near that belief ---- that he would create a world of socialism if he
        could get away with it.  Mr.  Bush has also stated publicly that Clarence Thomas is 
        his role model for a Supreme Court  Justice.  Compare getting another Clarence 
        Thomas on the bench with an Algore nominee. 
 

        Enough said!
 

 

